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Fr. Moran wishes to thank all parish-
ioners for their kindness, cards, pray-
ers and Christmas & New Year’s
wishes. Thank you and God’s Blessing
upon you and yours!

.
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Wishing everyone a
Happy, Holy & Healthy
New Year 2015!!

A big thank you to all parishioners
who donate throughout the year to all
of our collections for the needy. Your
donations help to make the lives of those
who are less fortunate much better!!

ABC’s of Catholic Relief Services: This week -
CRS/India.. S6Il hundreds of millions of people
in India live on less than $1.25 per day. CRS
combats human tra cking. You can also help
turn disaster relief faster and more accurate.
Be>er communicaBon, improved monitoring
and be2er preparaBons are helping the poor
when they need help most.

A Family Perspective...After meeting
Jesus, the Magi returned home by
“another way.” What in your family
needs to be done in “another way?” Do
you need “another way” to resolve dif-
ference, to communicate or show affec-
tion? This is a new year, a time to
change what i1sn’t working. Take a tip
from some wise men, there’s always
“another way.”
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Angel Tree: Thank you to all who
donated to help the less fortunate. We
thank the Carcia Family and our 2015
Confirmation Candidates for their won-
derful help with this giving ministry.

If you have any Catholic questions go
to: www.ctcatholic.org./ The CT. Catho-
lic Conference.
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A Weekly Bible Study

-

The Epiphany of the Lord —A—=

All Readings

Writing centuries apart, Isaiah, Paul
and Matthew illuminate a common
theme in today’s readings: Christ will
be a light to all nations.

The exiled people of 8" century Judah
are assured that the darkness of their
captivity will end in a glorious new day
of hope, light and victory. The imagery
in this passage is stunning. Splendor,
brilliance, light, glory, radiance suggest
a brightness beyond human imagina-
tion. Judah’s “new day” will be one
that the light of Christ will illuminate.
A simple message beckons to us: Na-
tions shall walk by your light and kings
by your shining radiance.

As he addresses the Ephesians, Paul
continues with this theme. This stal-
wart member of the Jewish faith has re-
ceived a blinding revelation: The Gen-
tiles are coheirs of God’s promise of
salvation. They, too, will walk in
brightness.  The very foreigners that
Israel shuns are now welcomed into the
kingdom of God. Jew and Gentile are
members of the same body! This is a
startling revelation, one disturbing to
the Jewish communities of Paul’s day.

Matthew writes that “all of Jerusa-
lem” (representing the Jewish peoples)
is greatly troubled by news of a divine
birth. It is the Gentiles who will now
welcome the long-awaited Messiah.
Ironically, it is foreigners who will seek
and find, offer gifts, pay homage and an-
nounce this revelation to distant lands.

The universal availability of salvation
was part of God’s divine plan from all
eternity. It is brought to light in Isaiah’s
vision, in Paul’s revelation and in Mat-
thew’s account of the Epiphany
(manifestation) of Jesus to the world.

Let us welcome the glorious new day of
salvation as we celebrate the hope, light
and victory that is ours. Christ is a light
to all nations. He has illuminated the
darkness of human hearts that we may
all go forth bearing His light and revela-
tion to others.

The Archdiocese of Hartford is searching
for highly qualified candidates for leadership
positions in our Catholic Elementary Schools.
Successful candidates will possess the follow-
ing qualifications: Practicing Catholic in
good standing with the Roman Catholic
Church, Masters Degree from a regionally ac-
credited college or university, five years of
successful teaching and/or administrative ex-
perience. Please call Deputy Superintendent
Mrs. Maria Maynard at (860) 242-5573.
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PARTNERS IN THE PROMISE

As a society, during these days we can be
in something of a “postpartum” depression.
Our celebrations of Christmas and the New
Year are over, and after today many of us will
put away the decorations and the last visible
remnants of the celebrations of the past weeks.
The apostle Paul today uses the expression
“partners in the promise.” This is an uplifting
phrase for us to reflect upon, and to think of as
our own calling in these days following the
birth of the Lord. What is this promise? We
can find it in the gifts the magi bring: it is a
promise of being a royal priesthood (gold), a
holy nation (frankincense), a people set apart
for self-giving (myrrh). We find more of the
promise in Isaiah—a light shines upon us! In
the psalm we know a promise of a world of
flowering justice, profound peace, the poor
rescued, pity for the lowly and the poor. This
is the promise; and one of the best ways for us
to lift ourselves out of any possible low spirits
we may be suffering is to live out our partner-
ship in this promise each and every day.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

TODAY’S READINGS

First Reading — Rise up in splendor, Jerusa-
lem! The Lord shines upon you and the glory
of the Lord appears over you (Isaiah 60:1-6).
Psalm — Lord, every nation on earth will
adore you (Psalm 72).

Second Reading — The Gentiles are coheirs,
copartners in the promise in Christ Jesus
through the gospel (Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6).
Gospel — Magi from the east arrived, looking
for the newborn king of the Jews (Matthew 2:1
-12).

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: 1 Jn 3:22 — 4:6; Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-

12a; Mt 4:12-17, 23-25

Tuesday: 1 Jn 4:7-10; Ps 72:1-4, 7-8; Mk

6:34-44

Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11-18; Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12

-13; Mk 6:45-52

Thursday::1 Jn 4:19 — 5:4; Ps 72: 1-2, 14,

15bc, 17; Lk 4:14-22a

Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-15, 19-20; Lk

5:12-16

Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21; Ps 149:1-6a, 9b; Jn

3:22-30

Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 55:1-11; Ps 29:1

4,3,100r Is 12:2-3, 4bcd-6; Acts 10:34-38
or 1Jn5:1-9; Mk 1:7-11

SAINTS AND SPECIAL
OBSERVANCES
Sunday: The Epiphany of the Lord;
National Migration Week
Monday: St. John Neumann
Tuesday: St. André Bessette
Wednesday: St. Raymond of Penyafort;

The Epiphany of the Lord
January 4, 2015
All kings shall pay him homage,
all nations shall serve him.
Psalm 72:11
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TREASURES FROM
OUR TRADITION

Epiphany celebrates the wake! lup
calls of life, the showings of God’s
majesty and power in the person of Je-
sus. The feast alerts us to look for signs
of the Lord’s grace and action in our
lives today. In this context, the call of
the Second Vatican Council to reform
the sacramental life of the Church, in-
cluding our pattern of care for the sick,
is indeed a holy awakening.

Prior to the 1960s, our care for the
sick had collapsed in the popular imag-
ination into something everyone called
“last rites.” An immensely complicated
ritual, with anointing accompanied by
quickly muttered Latin prayers, was en-
acted for a marginally conscious person
at “death’s door.” By the time a priest
was called, the sick person might not
be able to receive viaticum, or derive
much personal benefit from the ritual.
The healing effects of the sacrament,
investing suffering with the dignity of a
link to Christ’s cross, and the immense
assurance of forgiveness for a person
reviewing the life journey, were hidden.
Suddenly, an epiphany swept through
the Church, and the way we care for the
sick was utterly transformed. It took
several centuries, however, for the
Church to reach that moment of
renewal.

The Magi brought gifts of
gold, frankincense &
myrrh. What gifts do you
have to give? Is God call- N
ing you to be a priest, VOCATIONS
brother, or sister. 1s God —m———m
calling you to be a priest, s
brother or sister? Call Fr. Anthony
Smith, Director of Vocations, Archdioc-
esan Center at St. Thomas Seminary,
(860) 761-7456 or e-mail him at: voca-
tions@stseminary.org or visit the web
at ww.vocationshartford.org.

Please join us each first Friday of the
month at 9:30am, Blessed Sacrament
Chapel for our Vocations Holy Hour.

Thank vou to all who donated to the
Christmas flower collection.

If you are leaving Wethersfield for the
winter, please notify the rectory so that
we can place your envelopes on inactive.
When you return, kindly call and we will
re-activate them. Thank you.

SAVE THE DATE: The men's retreat
for all men of the parish will be FEB 20
- 22,2015 at the Holy Family Retreat
Center in West Hartford. This year's
theme will be KNOW GREATER

JOY. Visit their web site

at; www.holyfamilyretreat.org

to register.
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Thank you to the Men’s Association for sponsoring Incarnation’s 13th Annu-
al Children’s Christmas Party! A special thanks to Santa Claus and his EIf!!
It was a pleasure to see all of the children and their smiling faces as Santa ap-
peared from the North Pole! The pictures with Santa continue to be available in
the Narthex (main entrance of the church) for pick up.

THE HOLY STAR

O Father, may that holy star
Grow every year more bright
And send its glorious beams afar
To fill the world with light.

—William Cullen Bryant

GENTLENESS
Feelings are everywhere—be gentle.
—J. Masai

“BEAUTIFUL FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS — SAVE the DATE: Sat., May 2,
2015 - Nationally-recognized master floral designer Ruth Loiseau will arrange
seven stunning pieces as she shares her experiences as a White House special
events florist during the presidencies of Ronald Reagan through Barack

Obama. You won’t want to miss this special event and fund raiser sponsored by
the Incarnation Women’s Club to be held in Fr. Crawford Hall. Tell your friends
and block your calendars while we finalize the details. More information will fol-
low over the next several months."
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