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Mass Schedule
Confessions on Saturdays from 3:45 - 4:30p.m.
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New Parishioners and Faith Formation Registration
The Church of the Incarnation welcomes new
parishioners. All forms are available at the main
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collection basket.

You may also visit our website for printable forms at:

www.thechurchoftheincarnation.com

Rectory Hours
9:00 am. - 4:30 p.m.

Website address:
www.thechurchoftheincarnation.com

Faith Formation
(860) 529-6765
gotellit@aol.com
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Mass|Schedule

SAT., FEBRUARY 21ST
Spm - Marino Mattioli
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22ND
8:30am—Pasqualino D’ Appollonio
10:30am—Santa, Paolo, Sebastiano &
Antonino Zocco

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 23RD
9:00am— Rocco & Felicia DiCorleto

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24TH
9:00am— Maria Tolisano

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25TH

9:00am—For all our parishioners

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26TH
9:00am— Christine Munoz

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27TH

9:00am— Christine Munoz

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28TH
9:00am-Janet Ward
5:00pm-— Joseph & Angeline Santomenno
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 29TH
8:30am— Valentino & Rosina Fazio
10:30am—Frank Cusano

The Sanctuary Candle will burn from
2/23/2015-3/1/2015 1n *g

memory of Pasqualino
D’ Appollonio.

The Blessed Virgin Mary
Candle will burn from
2/23/2015-3/1/2015 in
memory of Stephanie
Flaherty.
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House of Bread collection this week-
end. Coffee & sugar are needed!

The contribution statements from
our envelope company in Buffalo,
N.Y. have been mailed out. If you
have not received your statement, call
Audrey or Teri at the rectory. They will
be able to provide you with your 2014
year to date donation figure.

> | LENTEN CONFESSIONS:

/2] Let the light in this Lenten

=, .
zx”J season by going to confes-

sion. Every Catholic Church in the
Archdiocese of Hartford will be open
for the Sacrament of Reconciliation
Mondays during Lent from 6 to 7pm
beginning Monday, Feb., 23rd.

Fr. William from Corpus Christi
Church will once again offer a Heal-
ing Mass on Friday, March 6th at
6pm at Sacred Heart Church in Old
Wethersfield.
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Religious
FORMATION

The Confirmation/Candidate gather-
ing will be held on Sunday, February
22 from 12:30-2:30pm in Father Craw-
ford Hall. All Confirmation Candidates
are to be in attendance.

\ Youth Ministry: Sunday,
February 22nd from 6:30-
&pm in Father Crawford Hall.

Middle School Faith Formation:
Tuesday, Feb. 24th for grade 8 and
Wednesday, Feb. 25th for grade 7.

Faith Formation for Grades Pre-K-6
will meet at Emerson-Williams on
February 28th at 9am.

Children's Liturgy of the Word:
Sunday, March 1st at the 10:30am Mass.

Retreat for all girls in grades 7 & 8
will be held on Sun., March 1st from
Ipm - 4pm in Fr. Crawford Hall.

World Meeting of Families CT Work-
shop in preparation for Pope Francis'
visit in Sept., will be held on Saturday
March 14 at 1 PM, Knights of Columbus
Museum, 1 State St., New Haven. Call
Norm at (203) 217-3930 for info.

Save the Date: The New England
Chamber Choir will offer a L.enten
program entitled “Music for Lent
and Easter XLI” on Sunday, March
22,2015 at 4:00pm at The Church of
the Incarnation. The Chamber will
feature Franz Liszt, Anton Bruckner,
Mark-Antoine Charpientier,

George Friderie Handel & others. More
information will follow.

Parish Family Home communities
will meet at designated times.

Incarnation Catholic High School
Scholarship Applications are availa-
ble to parishioners entering area Catho-
lic High Schools. Call Noranne Wame-
ster at (860) 529-6765. Deadline to
submit is April 1st.

Thank you to all the parents who
volunteered to help run the February
Frenzy CYO Basketball Tournament
& congratulations to the Incarnation
Varsity Boys Team who were the
champions of their division!

Thank you to the Paruta Family for
volunteering to host the refreshments
after C.L.W. We are very grateful!
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St. Patrick’s Dinner: Mon., March 16
There are Q & A sheets regarding as- Fr. Crawford Hall, 6:30 pm. $15.00 per
sisted suicide at entrances from the person. Traditional corned beef, cab-
CT Catholic Conference for you to take bage, potatoes, carrots, home-made Irish
home. There will be a petition for circu- soda bread, coffee and dessert. A raffle
lation soon in opposition of assisted sui- with LOTS of great prizes!! Always a
cide & in support of palliative care to sell out so don’t delay! Get your family,
members of the Judiciary Committee. friends & neighbors together & reserve a
We pray for the defeat of assisted suicide table. Reservations call: Michele Ka-
& promote palliative care. lousdian at 563-0860. Checks payable

to: Church of the Incarnation & mail

to: Michele Kalousdian, 154 Griswold
The Wethersfield Evangelical Free Road, Weth., CT 06109. Reservation
Church sponsors a food pantry with  deadline Sun., March 1. All reservations
non- perishable food, bread & personal  must be paid for in advance. Thanks!
items available to those in need. See fly-
er on bulletin boards. Diaconate  Inquiry _ Sessions...The
Archdiocesan Office of Diaconate For-
mation i1s now preparing to admit a new

First Sunday of Lent

February 22, 2015 class of candidates for the Diaconate in

RGO i b Ol u G U L the fall of 2015. Any interested man be-
teach me your paths.

— Psalm 254 tween the ages of 35 and 60 who may be

interested in the Diaconate 1s encouraged
to speak to his pastor. Call (860) 242-
5573 to register.

Prayer Intention Book:
We would like to remind you that we
have a book available on the stand near
the Chapel sliding glass doors, for prayer
intentions. Your prayer intentions may
be written in this book of prayer and
Jesus remained in the desert they will be remembered during the
for forty days Prayer of the Faithful.
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A Weekly Bible Study

-

—r

1* Sunday of Lent
Genesis 9:8-15

God has wiped the slate clean!

In the story of Noah, God has given human-
kind a fresh start, a new beginning. But he
has not left Noah and the ark’s inhabitants to
their own devices, merely depositing the
structure on a mountain. God has left Noah
and his family with a unique gift of himself:
a covenant.

When we look at this story through the eyes
of a child, we see a family, a menagerie of
precious animals, an odd-looking boat, and
vast flood waters. We also see a colorful
rainbow and a pretty white dove. When we
look at this account with the eyes of faith,
what do we see? Do we perceive the pre-
ciousness of life as God promises never again
to allow such destruction? Do we see a faith-
ful family who trusted enough in God’s prov-
idence and promise to enter the ark for an un-
known journey? Do we see concrete evi-
dence (“rainbows and doves”) of God’s prov-
idence in our world today? Are we in tune
with the sentiment of St. Paul who tells us in
today’s second reading that this story really
prefigures our Baptism? That the vast chaot-
ic waters of sin are now stilled by the mercy
of God? Do we even grasp the enormity of
God’s covenant? Unlike the narrower, more
demanding covenants that God will make
with Abraham and Moses, his covenant with
Noah will embrace all humankind and will
ask nothing in return. This will be a sacred
agreement binding God to keep his promise
of salvation.

Most importantly, do we see in this account
the prefiguring of the New Covenant, the ulti-
mate fulfillment of all God’s promises in Je-
sus? God, indeed, has wiped our slates clean
in the passion, death and resurrection of His
Son.

This Lent, what will we do to appreciate
God’s ultimate covenant with humankind, our
salvation? What will we do to make ourselves
worthy of so great a gift?

THE QUALITY OF CHANGE
To change and to change for the better are
two different things. —German proverb

BEAUTY IN FORGIVENESS

Humanity is never so beautiful as when
praying for forgiveness, or else forgiving
another. —Jean P. F. Richter

Lenten Mass Schedule:
i) XEME@M During Lent daily mass
s R‘] will be celebrated at
»=== 9am Monday-Saturday

excluding Holy Satur-
day, April 4th. For your information,
Corpus Christi will celebrate daily mass
during Lent at 7:00am and 5:30pm
Monday-Friday. Saturday Masses at
Corpus Christi are at 7:30am. Corpus
Christi will also offer Stations of the

Cross on Friday evenings at 7:30pm.
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THE MEANING OF OUR BAPTISM
Lent is the time of year that we devote to
scrutinizing our lives in the light of our bap-
tism into the death and resurrection of Jesus.
Today’s readings are a nice shorthand cate-

chism of what our baptized lives mean. As No-

ah passed through the waters of the flood to a

covenant with God, so did we enter into a cov-

enant, a promised relationship with God
through our baptism. The psalm reminds us
that if we truly keep the covenant, the way of

life God expects us to follow will not be a bur-

den, but a source of love and truth. Peter’s let-
ter gives one explanation of what our baptism

means: it is an appeal that we make to God for

a clear conscience. How do we obtain this
clear conscience? The words that Jesus pro-
claims immediately following his temptation
show us the way: “Repent and believe in the
gospel.” It might be a good spiritual exercise
to keep these readings before us throughout
the entire season of Lent, a means to help us

return to a life lived in our baptismal promises.

TODAY’S READINGS

First Reading — I will set my bow in the
clouds to serve as a sign of the covenant be-
tween me and the earth (Genesis 9:8-15).
Psalm — Your ways, O Lord, are love and
truth to those who keep your covenant (Psalm
25).

Second Reading — The water of the flood
prefigured baptism, which saves you now (1
Peter 3:18-22).

Gospel — Jesus was tempted by Satan, and
the angels ministered to him (Mark 1:12-15)

SAINTS & SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday: First Sunday of Lent;
Washington’s Birthday

Monday: St. Polycarp; Friday: Abstinence

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Lv 19:1-2, 11-18; Ps 19:8-10, 15;
Mt 25:31-46

Tuesday: Is 55:10-11; Ps 34:4-7, 16-19; Mt 6:7-15

Wednesday: Jon 3:1-10; Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19;

Lk 11:29-32

Thursday: Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25; Ps 138:1-3, 7c-

8; Mt 7:7-12

Friday: Ez 18:21-28;Ps 130:1-8; Mt 5:20-26

Saturday: Dt 26:16-19; Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8; Mt

5:43-48

Sunday: Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18; Ps116:10,
15-19; Rom 8:31b-34; Mk 9:2-10

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

Fasting may be a priority in your Lenten
spring[ Icleaning regimen. Almost every re-
ligious tradition recognizes that fasting is a
key to heightened spiritual awareness. You
know this from your own experience. When
you are engaged in a hobby, painting a
room, keeping vigil near a delivery room, or
standing watch at a sickbed, you may simp-
ly forget to eat. What you are doing so fills
you that the intensity of the action is itself
nourishing. In fasting from food, or drink,
or habitual behaviors, you make room for
what is truly important.

Even though Lenten Sundays stand apart
from the Lenten fast, you will notice traces
of fasting in our liturgy. We fast from sing-
ing the Gloria and Alleluia, we fast from
flowers bedecking the altar, and there may
be a noticeable drop in the number of infant
baptisms as parents elect to wait until East-
er. This hints that fasting is a prelude to
feasting, and the vigor of our Easter allelu-
1as 1is rich fare after a long silence. In the
same way, even a small fast—no cream in
the coffee, no pepper in the soup, no radio
in the car—can not only point to deeper
hungers, but help us rejoice more fully in
the feast when we break our fast together.
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Incarnation Men'’s
Association
YANKEE STADIUM
TRIP
Saturday, May 9, 2015—The

New York Yankees vs. Baltimore Orioles.
Package includes: Buffet lunch provided by
the New York Yankees at their roof-top res-
taurant, overlooking the playing field, deluxe
motor coach transportation, free parking at
Incarnation Church, beverages on the bus
and the game ticket. Price only $100.00
complete. Please call Tony at (860)836-3064
to reserve your seat. Make check payable to
"The Church of the Incarnation" and mail it
to Tony Colasacco, 151 Cider
Brook Dr. Wethersfield, CT,
06109. Trip is open to all:
men, women and children.

Catholics ages 14 and older
are to abstain from meat on
all Fridays during Lent. The
rule does not apply when
health or ability to work
would be seriously impact-
ed. Catholics who have celebrated their 18"
birthday, but have not yet marked their 59"
are to fast on Good Friday. On days of fast,
one full meal is allowed. Two other meals,
sufficient to maintain strength, may be taken
according to individual needs but together
they should not equal another full meal. Eat-
ing between meals is not permitted, but lig-
uids, including milk and juices, are allowed.

We have never seen any-
thing like this! What is
more amazing, the ability
to heal, or the gift to for- izt
ve sins? Consider bein A
give sins g VOCATIONS
an instrument of Gods —m=——07
forgiveness though the s
ministry of priesthood. Call Fr. Antho-
ny Smith, Director of Vocations, Arch-
diocesan Center at St. Thomas Semi-
nary, (860) 761-7456 or e-mail him at:
vocations@stseminary.org or visit the
web at ww.vocationshartford.org.
Please join us each first Friday of the
month at 9:30am, Blessed Sacrament
Chapel for our Vocations Holy Hour.

ATTENTION MEN OF
INCARNATION PARISH:

The Men's Retreat at Holy Family, will
be on the weekend of February 20 - 22,
2015. All of us have very busy lives.

A Retreat 1s an opportunity to recharge
and get away from the daily routine. If
the above date is inconvenient there are
other dates available to fit into your
schedule. Please call Bill Carroll at
(860) 604-6793 or John Ewaski (860)
563-3887 for info.

Thank you for your Annual Collec-
tion donations!. We have exceeded
our goal! Any donations will continue
to be graciously accepted.
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We are trying to close out our 2014 Mass Book. If you have any Mass/Candle
Offerings that you wish to make for 2014, please send them in when you can.

BEAUTIFUL FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS

SAVE the DATE: Sat., May 2, 2015 — Nationally-recognized master floral
designer Ruth Loiseau will arrange seven stunning pieces as she shares her experi-
ences as a White House special events florist during the presidencies of Ronald
Reagan through Barack Obama. You won’t want to miss this special event and
fundraiser sponsored by Incarnation Women’s Club in Fr. Crawford Hall.

The Incarnation Men’s Association _has announced its 2015 membership
drive. Letters have been mailed to all current members requesting that they
renew their membership as soon as possible. Dues have remained at $10.00 per
year. Payments may be made by dropping the envelope in the collection basket at
any weekend Mass. New members interested in joining the association should
contact: Mike White, 9 Beacon Court, Newington, CT 06111. (860) 667-2099.

Preparing for Lent.....Operation Rice Bowl is the Lenten program of Catho-
lic Relief Services. It is an outreach to those who live with hunger and pov-
erty. Operation Rice Bowl connects fasting and almsgiving and inspires
sacrifices and contributions of money saved for the poor. During Lent
we encourage you to set your own goals for personal Lenten sacrifices
and to please consider participating in Operation Rice Bowl. Rice

»«= Bowl packages can be found at all the church entrances. Please return
your Rice Bowl to the sacristy by Wednesday, March 25th. Thank you for making
Operation Rice Bowl part of your Lenten journey.
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